
Frank Bennardo, P.E.

Florida Digital & Electronic Seals Explained



Electronic Seals

Once a physical document - always a 
physical document. Physical documents 
must be physically signed, dated and 
sealed. 

Once an electronic document - always an 
electronic document. Electronic documents 
must be either electronically or digitally -
signed, dated and sealed. 



Electronic Seals

Source:  FBPE Online FAQ’s 4/17

https://fbpe.org/your-fbpe/faqs/legal-faqs/

Are considered to be signed and sealed by virtue of the fact that the 
licensee has electronically “locked” the document, thereby preventing 
any changes from being made without corrupting the document and 
more importantly without the licensees’ knowledge.

Electronically transmitted documents can be “locked” 
(signed and sealed) by one of two methods:

1) Electronic signing and sealing    (free)
2) Digital signing and sealing   (pay service)



Digital vs. Electronic Seals

Digital signatures are provided by a third party whereas the 
licensee is required to have their identity authenticated by a 
certification authority

Electronic signatures: licensees are required to create a 
“signature” file and a “signature” report. The “signature” file 
is the file that contains the document(s) to be electronically 
signed and sealed (locked) for submittal. 

The “signature” report is a singular document intended to 
summarize what is in the “signature” file and is being 
electronically signed and sealed. This report is required to 
include a brief overall description of the engineering 
document(s) being signed and sealed along with the SHA-1 
authentication code. 



Digital & Electronic Seals

Digital & Electronic
Seals Show 
On only 1 Page:
1 ‘SEAL’ PER ‘FILE’!
Physical seals must be on all pages 
(unless calculation sheets)
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Electronic Seals

Example of an ‘electronic’ seal”



Electronic Seals

Are Intended for 
use with EACH 
PROJECT

TIME CONSUMING 
but legal and ‘free’



Digital Seal Example

Much larger & 
stronger 
encryption codes 
– the could take 
the whole page to 
write out



Electronic Seals

Source:  FBPE Online FAQ’s 4/17

https://fbpe.org/your-fbpe/faqs/legal-faqs/

ALL Electronically transmitted documents are 
required to contain a statement indicating that 
the document has been electronically signed and 
sealed (located immediately adjacent to where 
the signature would appear) and that printed 
copies of the document are not considered 
signed and sealed. 

This is required so that the recipient of a printed 
copy of an electronically transmitted document 
will know that the printed copy is not an original 
signed and sealed copy. 



Digital & Electronic Seal Format Examples



Digital / Electronic Seal Takeaways:

• Seal the ‘File’, not all pages

• Notice that hardcopies are not permitted 
for use must appear on all pages

• Digital seal must be a trusted third party 
(the state does not mandate who)

• May be limited for use by disclaimers



61G15.23.004 F.A.C. (9/18)
61G15-23.004 Procedures for Digitally Signing and Sealing Electronically Transmitted Plans,

Specifications, Reports or Other Documents.
(1) Engineering plans, specifications, reports or other documents which must be signed, dated and sealed in

accordance with the provisions of section 471.025, F.S., and rule 61G15-23.001, F.A.C., may be signed digitally
as provided herein by the professional engineer in responsible charge. As used herein, the terms “certification
authority,” and “digital signature” shall have the meanings ascribed to them in sections 668.003(2) and (3), F.S.

(2) A professional engineer utilizing a digital signature to electronically sign and seal engineering plans,
specifications, reports or other documents shall have their identity authenticated by a certification authority and
shall assure that the digital signature is:

(a) Unique to the person using it;
(b) Capable of verification;
(c) Under the sole control of the person using it; and,
(d) Linked to a document in such a manner that the digital signature and correspondingly the document is

invalidated if any data in the document is changed.
(3) The affixing of a digital signature to engineering plans, specifications, reports or other documents as

provided herein shall constitute the signing and sealing of such items.
(a) A digitally created seal as set forth in rule 61G15-23.002, F.A.C., may be placed where it would appear if

the item were being physically signed, dated and sealed.
(b) The date that the digital signature was placed into the document must appear on the document in

accordance with subsection 61G15-23.001(4), F.A.C., and where it would appear if the item were being
physically signed, dated and sealed.

(c) The engineering plans, specifications, reports or other documents being digitally signed and sealed shall
include text to indicate the following and place it where an original signature would appear if the item were
being physically signed, dated and sealed:

1. The same information required by subsection 61G15-23.002(2), F.A.C., if a digitally created image of the
seal is not use;

2. The item has been digitally signed and sealed; and,
3. Printed copies of this document are not considered signed and sealed and all signatures must be verified

on any electronic copies.
(d) Formatting of seals and text similar to that depicted below shall be used. While the formatting may be

altered, the text must remain identical.



61G15.23.004 (9/18)
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